[image: image1.jpg]



August 29, 2011

Third Grade Teachers

Gannet Peak Elementary

863 Sweetwater Street

Lander, WY 82520

Dear Educators,

With the start of the new school year, it’s time to consider utilizing the great resources available at the Popo Agie Conservation District (PACD).  My name is Diana Olson and I am the Education Coordinator here at PACD.  We are eager to provide natural resource education lessons that will inspire students to be conservation minded, as well as, meet your educational benchmarks.  

This summer Dave Morneau and I attended an education workshop featuring curriculums by Project WET, WILD and Learning Tree and we’re excited to bring some fun interactive lessons on natural resources to your students.  We also have a bevy of teaching tools that we hope you’ll consider checking-out to take to your classroom.  

The second page of this letter describes the lessons we are teaching this year and how they meet the school district standards.  A visit to our website at www.popoagie.org will give you a sample of other resources we have to offer; click on the “Education and Resources” tab.  

We are looking forward to working with each of you! If you would like to schedule a time for us to come and teach a lesson, please contact me at 332-3114 or dianaolson@wyoming.com.  
Sincerely,

Diana Olson
Popo Agie Conservation District

Education Coordinator
Water Cycle Lesson – This lesson takes approximately 45 minutes.
Here are the topics of discussion:

1. We discuss the formation of the Popo Agie Conservation District and why we are interested in water conservation issues and resource management.  We talk about how water is used for ranching, farming, drinking, recreation, and wildlife.  [SC.3.3.2.1] 
2. We talk about the water molecule and the different forms of water (solid, liquid, vapor) by utilizing the “Water Drama” skit.  The kids magically get turned into water molecules and move fast or slow, hold hands, etc. depending what state they’re in.  [SC.3.1.8.1] 
3. We utilize an interactive website that discusses the water cycle; the students will label a water cycle diagram.  We make a bead bracelet and sing the “Water Cycle Boogie” song.  These tools introduce vocabulary – condensation, precipitation, evaporation.  [SC.3.1.4.1] 
4. We also talk about that all living things need water and what percentage of water is in different things.  We talk about climate, weather, and water as a force of nature.  

Aquatic Insects Lesson – This lesson takes approximately 45 minutes to 1 hour
depending on whether the students collect the specimens or we have them already collected.
Here are the topics of discussion:
1. We discuss “Why would a person want to study aquatic insects?”  
2. We discuss life cycles of the insects.  [SC.3.1.2.1] 
3. We discuss food chains and habitats of the insects.  [SC.3.1.3.1]
4. We discuss adaptations to ensure survival.  [SC.3.1.3.2]
5. We utilize classification keys to discuss invertebrates vs. vertebrates, flies/beetles/snails/mites, and what the difference is between mayflies and stoneflies.  [SC.3.1.3.3]
6. We explain the method we use to collect the insects and lab techniques.  [SC.3.2.3.1]
This lesson is usually taught in the fall but can be taught in the spring once it warms up.  We generally go to an outdoor location, but this can be taught indoors (we bring a bucket of freshly collected insects).  
It would be great if you could schedule this Aquatic Insects Lesson the week of September 12 – 16, 2011 due to Dave’s availability to teach.
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