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October 20, 2011
Second Grade Teachers

Gannet Peak Elementary

863 Sweetwater Street

Lander, WY 82520

Dear Educators,

My name is Diana Olson and I am the Education Coordinator here at the Popo Agie Conservation District (PACD).  We are eager to provide natural resource education lessons that will inspire students to be conservation minded, as well as, meet your educational benchmarks.  

This summer Dave Morneau and I attended an education workshop featuring curriculums by Project WET, WILD and Learning Tree and we’re excited to bring some fun interactive lessons on natural resources to your students.  We also have a bevy of teaching tools that we hope you’ll consider checking-out to take to your classroom.  

The second page of this letter describes the lessons we are teaching this year and how they meet the school district standards.  A visit to our website at www.popoagie.org will give you a sample of other resources we have to offer; click on the “Education and Resources” tab.  

We are looking forward to working with each of you! If you would like to schedule a time for us to come and teach a lesson, please contact me at 332-3114 or dianaolson@wyoming.com.  
Sincerely,

Diana Olson

Popo Agie Conservation District

Education Coordinator
Mapping Skills Lesson – This lesson takes approximately 45 minutes.
Here are the topics of discussion:

1. We discuss what a map is and why people use maps.  We will talk about how we at the Popo Agie Conservation District use maps.   

2. We will look at different kinds of maps and identify physical features on the maps.  [SS.2.5.1.1]

3. We will cover the necessary components of a proper map such as a title, north arrow, legend, and scale.  Vocabulary: cardinal directions, compass rose, legend, symbols.  [SS.2.5.1.2]

4. We will do a mapping activity resulting in the student making a map to show how to get from school to McDonalds (practical application().  [SS.2.5.2.1]
5. We will provide a watershed poster for each student.

Ocean Conservation and Pollution Lesson – This lesson takes approximately 45 minutes.
Here are the topics of discussion:
1. We will discuss connections between living things, their basic needs, and the environments.  [SC.2.1.3]

2. We will identify and describe local science issues, such as environmental hazards and resource management.  We will discuss feasible solutions to address identified issues.  [SC.2.3.2.1]

We will present a PowerPoint slideshow and two activities (seagull rubber band entanglement activity and an activity with cocoa/vegetable oil/water).
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